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formation concerning the defences. On the morn-
ing of the 27th the little tug Fame was sighted in
the distance, with him on board and bringing impor-
tant news, as we shall see later. The commanding
officers of the squadron were directed to assemble
on the flag-ship for a general conference in relation
to the latest details which he had brought. Mean-
while, signal was given to prepare for getting under
way, fires were spread, and at 2 p. M., after the
consul had gone on board the Baltimore and the cap-
tains returned to their ships, the squadron was in
motion. We proceeded in two columns, the fight-
ing ships forming one column, and the auxiliary ves-
sels another twelve hundred yards in the rear; and
with a smooth sea and favoring sky we set our course
for the entrance to Manila Bay, six hundred miles
away.m my volunteer aide, while Caldwell was as-
